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TtP TWP FOR: Director of Central Intelligence 

SUBJECT : Briefing Memorandum on Space Vehicle Surveillance 


1. This is a briefing memorandum concerning appointment of 
Agency representatives to an intelligence working panel, chaired by 
the Advanced Research Project Agency (ARPA) , which will develop 
national requirements for surveillance of foreign space vehicles . 

2. Because of dissatisfaction with the progress the Satellite 
Tracking Steering Committee was making in developing a national plan 
for tracking earth satellite vehicles, in early August ARPA assumed 
responsibility for this function. Three meetings have been held to 
develop a plan of action. This plan is as follows: 

a. Organize two committees for inputs into a national plan 
for tracking; one input will be from the intelligence community, 
the other will be from U.S. research and development elements. 

b. Develop a paper delineating national requirements to 

be based on both intelligence needs and research and development 


needs . 

c. Examine U.S. assets in being versus stated needs. 

d. As a result of gaps which become apparent, develop 
additional assets for coverage. 
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NRO review(s) completed. 
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3. Progress to date has taken us part way through step a and into 
step b . A first draft of the national intelligence requirements 
reflecting both SEC and GMIC inputs is being reviewed by USIB members 
of the ARPA working group and will be adopted within the next few 
days . Statements of capabilities are being completed by the agencies 
having any tracking or intercept capability. A statement will be pre- 
pared by the Office of Scientific Intelligence on behalf of CIA. 

It. Having matched requirements ( current intelligence, space order 
of battle, and scientific intelligence) against total capabilities, 
gaps will be identified and filled. ARPA has indicated they will only 
act as a catalyst in this effort but will be able to assist financially 
in considerable measure. 

5 . Although too early to determine, it is quite likely a physical 
installation of some sort will be established which will house a 
national space surveillance center. All governmental programs having 
any capability to monitor foreign space vehicles will make inputs to 
this center. The executive agent for this effort has not yet been 
determined but will be designated after ARPA's catalytic role has been 
completed. 



HERBERT aCOVlLLK, JR.~ 
Assistant Director 
Scientific Intelligence 
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Mr. Boy W. Johnson / 

SBLreotor nj 

Advanced Research Project Agency 

Washington 2£, B. c. 

Mr. Johnson ; 

^iereL V ^u T oS r i? le T?H r * ceive awttorandnn of 12 September 
herein you outlined the progress being rands in es tabl ishing a 

to na^irtS^T ^ 5ro ^ r inv it*tlon to send. Agency representation 
t o participate in framing an app ro priate ag chaniaa, X am naming 

?^ 3 ‘^ mrie Anteaiigenos, as primary and < 

know ' these gentlemen are also Chair ma n and fleinitv^* 
Chairman respectively, of the Scientific Estimates CoaSttee 
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Sincerely, 




